
Congratulations and Welcome to the newest
members of our parish family who were

baptized this weekend:
Quinn Timothy Martin

Weekend Mass Schedule:
Saturday at 5:00pm

Sunday at 8:00am & 10:30am

Daily Mass Schedule:
Mon., Tues., Fri. at 8:15am & Thurs. at 6:00pm

Communion Service on Wednesdays at 8:15am
Our 8:00am Sunday Mass is live-streamed on Facebook 

 1008 Maple Dr., Webster, NY  14580  (585)671-1100  www.saintritawebster.org
All Masses are livestreamed on our website. 

ST. RITA CHURCH

JANUARY  1 1 ,  2026
The Baptism of the Lord

Joyfully living and sharing the Gospel of Jesus, we welcome, worship, inspire, and serve with love. 

Joan, for  more than a decade you have offered
unwaver ing dedicat ion,  steady guidance, and

except ional  expert ise—not only to St.  Ri ta
Church, but to al l  four Webster and Irondequoi t

par ishes. Your leadership has shaped our
communit ies in ways that wi l l  be fe l t  for  many

years to come.
From your met iculous work on annual  par ish

f inancial  reports to your dai ly col laborat ion wi th
staff  and volunteers,  you have served with

grace, professional ism, and a genuine
commitment to our mission. We are profoundly
grateful  for  the care and excel lence you have

brought to every task.
Thank you, Joan, for everything. 

We wish you joy, fulf i l lment,  and every
blessing in this next chapter of l i fe.

All  our best to you!

We ex tend our warmest and most heartfelt
CONGRATULATIONS to Joan Sull ivan, 

our esteemed Regional Finance Director,  as she
begins her well‑earned retirement.

Please Remember in Prayer our parishioners
and those connected with our parish who have

recently died, especially:
 

Theresa Lindsay            James McCann
Mary Brunette 

Companions in Grief
Thursday, January 15th at 6:30pm 

in Room 1

For more information, contact Julie Cohn,
our Pastoral Minister at julie.cohn@dor.org

or 671-1100 ext:103.

Join us for this informal meeting with others
who are experiencing the loss of someone
they love.    We do not offer counseling; 

we offer support to one another.

A R E  Y O U  N E W  T O  O U R  P A R I S H ?

We are delighted that you have chosen to
worship with us.  If you would l ike more

information about St. Rita Church or to register,
please go to our website at

www.saintritawebster.org  and click the
“Join the Parish” l ink. Also, everyone is invited to

sign up to receive our weekly E-Newsletter to
keep up with all that is happening.  

On our website, click on “Newsletters”.
  

We are happy to have you with us! 

We are at 106% of
our goal from 388 

 households.*

*UPDATED AS OF 1/6/26

GOAL
$155,000

PLEDGES
$164,421.46

Thank You!
We reached our goal!We

 did
 it! 



MASS INTENTIONS / WEEKLY CALENDAR

 INTENTIONS FOR WEEKEND MASSES JANUARY 10/11

VIOLET DAVIS CLARKSON - By Albertha & Family
ROBERT BEIKIRCH - By Kim, Nick, & Ian Avery
ANNAMARIE MCGRATH - By Debbie & Rick Sanza
MARGARET FARNUNG - By The Farnung Family 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 2026
4:00PM - 4:30PM                                                    Confessions - Church
5:00PM                                                                                              Mass
6:00PM                                               Blood Pressure Screenings - Rm 1

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026
8:00AM                                                                                              Mass
9:00AM & 11:30AM                            Blood Pressure Screenings - Rm 1
10:30AM                                                                                            Mass
11:30AM                    Catholic Social Teaching Discussion Group - Rm 1
11:45AM                                                                  Confirmation Session
4:00PM                                                                      Youth Group - Rm 1

MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2026
8:15AM     TIM O’LOUGHLIN - By The Odenbach Family               Mass
8:45AM - 9:15AM                                                    Confessions - Church
4:30PM                                                                             Faith Formation
6:45PM                               Rochester Hope Planning Committee - Rm 1
7:15PM                                                                    Confirmation Session

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2026
8:15AM     ELMER MAURER - By Family                                     Mass
9:00AM                                                     Eucharistic Adoration - Church
9:00AM                                                                            WEROC - Rm 3
10:15AM                                               Mass at Baywinde - Sage Harbor
6:45PM                                                                     RJM Meeting - Rm 1

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2026
8:15AM                                                                   Communion Service
6:30PM                                     Faith Formation Vision Meeting - Rm 1
7:00PM                 Catholic Social Teaching Discussion Group - Online

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2026
5:30PM - 6:00PM                                       Eucharistic Adoration - Church
6:00PM     THOMAS & KATHLEEN BIFARELLA                             Mass
                                                  - By The Bifarella Children
6:30PM                                                           Companions in Grief - Rm 1
6:45PM                                             Liturgy Committee Meeting - Chapel

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 2026
8:15AM                                                                                            Mass

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 2026
4:00PM - 4:30PM                                                    Confessions - Church
5:00PM                                                                                             Mass

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026 - DONUT SUNDAY! 
8:00AM                                                                                             Mass
10:15AM-3:15 PM                                                                Teen Retreat
10:30AM                                                                                           Mass

 
INTENTIONS FOR WEEKEND MASSES JANUARY 17/18

SHIRLEY MATTHEWS - By Jo Anne Carr
MICHAEL SPOLETA - By Wife and Children

F
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  Our Tabernacle Light will burn 
from January 12 – January 18

in loving memory of the deceased 
members of St. Rita Parish.

SF

CL
C F

SF Children’s Liturgy of the WordSensory Friendly Mass

Count It All Joy Family MassIncense UsedI

Reflections on Readings for the
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

“This Is My Beloved Son, 
 With Whom I Am Well Pleased”

Our first reading (Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7) is an excerpt
from one of four poems of Isaiah called the “servant
songs”. Isaiah wrote of a meek and humble servant,
anointed by God as “a covenant to the people.” He
will be a “light to the nations”. It is this prophesy that
comes alive in the Baptism of Jesus that we hear in
today’s Gospel.
 
Our Epistle reading (Acts 10:34-38) is an excerpt of
a speech given by St. Peter to the household of
Cornelius, a Gentile Roman Centurion. It would have
been highly improper for a Jew of Peter’s stature to
enter into the home of an unclean Gentile. And yet,
Peter recognized the will of God in “showing no
partiality” to “whoever fears him.” At the end of this
speech, Peter baptized Cornelius and his entire
household. Thus, Jesus was a “light to the nations”,
not only to the Jews.
 
Our Gospel reading (Matthew 3:13-17) is Matthew’s
account of the Baptism of the Lord. John wanted to
refuse to baptize Jesus but Jesus insisted, so as “to
fulfill all righteousness”; in other words, to fulfill the
Old Testament prophesies  Jesus may have had in
mind today’s prophesy from Isaiah. Even though Jesus
had no need for baptism, as He did not know sin, He
chose to enter into a sinful world in solidarity with
those He sought to save. At the baptism’s conclusion,
the heavens opened and the Spirit of God
descended upon Him.
 

In a sense, Jesus’ act of entering into a very human
baptism is an extension of His entering into the
human condition, to become one with us, to live

among us. He entered into this dark, messy world of
ours in order to “bring out the prisoners from

confinement” - a confinement of sin and darkness. 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011126.cfm
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This Sunday is the Feast of the Baptism
of the Lord. It marks the close of our
Christmas season, the beginning of
Jesus’ public ministry, and liturgically,
the return to ordinary time. 
This feast is the revelation of Jesus as the Anointed
One, the Messiah, the beloved Son of God. 
Our readings today draw an unbroken line from the
Old Testament prophesies of Isaiah, prefiguring “the
chosen one in whom I am pleased”, the one who will
“open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners
from confinement.” 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/42?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/10?34
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/3?13=#48003013
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/080325.cfm


As we cont inue looking at the themes of Cathol ic Social  Teaching,  we come now to the th i rd
theme, The Preferential  Option for the Poor and Vulnerable .

Th is  phrase is  re lat ively  new, but the idea is  as old as our  scr iptures.
 

For  example,  Psalm 34:7  reads,  
“This  poor one cr ied out and the LORD heard,  and from al l  h is  dist ress he saved him . ”

Our responsibi l i ty  to also hear the cry of  the poor is  not only  to do good for  the indiv idual ,  but
leads to the common good of society.  In  Pope Leo XIV’s  the Apostol ic Exhortat ion Di lex i  te ,  the

Holy Father aff i rms:  “ I  am convinced that the preferent ia l  choice for  the poor is  a source of
extraordinary renewal both for  the Church and for  society ,  i f  we can only  set  ourselves f ree of our
self-centeredness and open our ears to their  cry .”  We have the responsibi l i ty  to re l ieve the pl ight

of the poor and also to br ing about just ice by address ing the ways that oppress ion is  bui l t  into the
systems that our  communit ies re ly  upon.  Documents of  Vat ican I I  cal l  for  a change in internat ional

economic structures and stress the r ight of  the poor to share the earth ’s  goods.

There are at least  f ive different “senses”  of  poverty in  the Chr ist ian t radit ion:  mater ia l  poverty ,  
an unfulf i l led spi r i tual  longing,  re l ig ious vows of poverty ,  mater ia l  s impl ic i ty ,  and poverty of  spi r i t
–  that is ,  choosing to l ive with a spi r i t  united with the poor.  One can see from this  l i s t  that some
forms of poverty contain object ive disvalue (e.g.  mater ia l  poverty ,  spi r i tual  poverty) ,  whi le others

contain value ( re l ig ious vow of poverty ,  mater ia l  s impl ic i ty ,  poverty  of  spi r i t ) .
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Preferential  Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

Catholic Social Teaching

“God’s  heart  has a special  p lace for  the poor ,  so much so that he himself
‘became poor. ’  (2  Cor 8:9) .  Salvat ion came to us f rom the ‘yes ’  uttered by a

lowly maiden from a smal l  town on the fr inges of a great empire.  The Savior  was
born in a manger ,  in  the midst  of  animals ,  l i ke chi ldren of poor fami l ies;  he was
presented at the Temple along with two turt ledoves,  the offer ing made by those
who could not afford a lamb; he was raised in a home of ordinary workers and

worked with h is  own hands to earn his  bread. When he began to preach the
Kingdom, crowds of the dispossessed fol lowed him,  i l lustrat ing his  words:  

“The Spir i t  of  the Lord is  upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor”  (Lk4:18) .  He assured those burdened by sorrow and crushed by

poverty that God has a special  p lace for  them in h is  heart :  “B lessed are you
poor ,  yours is  the k ingdom of God” (Lk6:20) ;  he made himself  one of them:

“ I  was hungry and you gave me food to eat ,”  and he taught them that mercy
towards al l  of  these is  the key to heaven (Mt 25:5) . ”

~ Pope Francis

And, of  course,  the Gospels  are f i l led with examples of Jesus teaching,  heal ing,  and social iz ing
with the poor ,  the i l l ,  and the most vu lnerable.

This  preferent ial  opt ion for  the poor is  not “optional”
for  Chr ist ians.  The Bishops of the United States wr i te,

 
“A special  emphasis must be given to the
Church’s preferential  option for the poor.

While the common good embraces al l ,  those
who are weak,  vulnerable,  and most in need
deserve preferential  concern.  A basic moral

test for any society is  how it  treats those who
are most vulnerable .”

Peace,
Fr .  T im

The Lord Hears the Cry of  the Poor



 RECOGNITION EXPERTS has a variety of printed
and embroidered items to choose.

•
The online store is available here 
or through the link our website:

www.saintritawebster.org/75thapparel/ 
•

Orders take about 3 weeks to be delivered.  Select
‘Pickup In Store’ as your shipping method and you

can pick up items right from St. Rita. 

LINEN CLEANING: JANUARY 11
SANDRA KUEBEL
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Order your St. Rita 75
Anniversary Apparel & Gifts!

th

We have Low Gluten Hosts available
at all  Masses. 

When you arrive for Mass, let the
greeter know you would like a low

gluten host.
 

Please come up the center right
hand aisle any time during

Communion. 

Black History Month Book Discussion

In  celebrat ion of B lack History Month,  we inv i te you to jo in us for  an
engaging Zoom book discuss ion of Michael  R.  Hein lein ’s  book

Black Catholics on the Road to Sainthood .

Th is  is  the f i rst  book to explore the l ives of  the s ix  B lack Cathol ics f rom the
United States whose causes are under formal  considerat ion by the

Cathol ic Church for  canonizat ion.

We hope you wi l l  jo in us for  th is  meaningful  conversat ion.

Please contact the Black Catholic Coalit ion of Rochester (BCCR) at
blackcatholiccoalit ion@gmail .com 

for additional  information.

Mondays,  February 2,  9,  & 23  
7:00pm-8:30pm

Sponsored by the Black Catholic Coalit ion of Rochester (BCCR) 

OnZoom!

S A T U R D A Y  J A N U A R Y  1 7  5 P MT H

SENSORY-FRIENDLY MASS 

FOR FAMILIES + ADULTS OF ALL AGES!FOR FAMILIES + ADULTS OF ALL AGES!

Q U E S T I O N S ?  C O N TA C T  D C N .  J I M  F I E N  AT  J A M E S . F I E N @ D O R .O R G .

NEXT WEEKEND IS 
DONUT SUNDAY! 

After the 8am & 10:30am
Masses

Stay for a donut and coffee
(or juice) after Mass

2026 Catholic Calendars
Available for pick up in the Church Greeting Area

before and after Masses 
  

Thank you to Falvo Funeral Home 
for sponsoring our annual 

Catholic Calendars!
 

mailto:blackcatholiccoalition@gmail.com
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You h Group

Please contact Sofia Vollo with any questions at
srbosco01@gmail.com

7th-12th
Grade 4-5PM

in 
Room 1

Sunday
January 11

 Monthly Gatherings for Teens

Join
us!

FAITH & FUN!

INFO SESSIONS ON 2/1 @ 1 PM
AND 2/9 @ 6:30 PM

SUMMER SERVICE TRIP

Young People
Who Care

Will you join us in making a difference
this summer?

Will you join us in making a difference
this summer?

July 5-10, 2026July 5-10, 2026

Sign up here!

  I S  O N  M AY  2 9  A N D  3 0 ,  2 0 2 6  -  H O P E  T O  S E E  Y O U  T H E R E !

For more information or if you have
questions, please feel free to contact
Julie Cohn, our Pastoral Minister at:

julie.cohn@dor.org or (585) 671-1100
Ext: 103. 

 All are welcome!

JOIN US!
Tuesdays at 9:00am in Room 1

 

W.E.R.O.C.
 

WOMEN
ENJOYING

REDISCOVERING 
OUR

CATHOLICISM
 
 

Ladies, please join us! WEROC is an informal gathering
of women of faith sharing coffee, friendship, and

reflections on timely reading. 
  

If you know someone who is sick, recovering from
surgery, or homebound who would like to receive Holy
Communion at home or in the hospital, please speak
with Julie, Elizabeth, Fr. Tim, or contact the Parish

Office at 671-1100 to make appropriate arrangements.

Holy Communion 

for the Sick and Homebound

St. Rita’s Prayer Line
 If you would like to have a special intention remembered

in prayer through our Prayer Line, please send your
intention request to Julie at Julie.Cohn@dor.org or call
671-1100 ext. 103. Would you like to become one of our
“prayers”? Let Julie know and she will add you to our

phone/email chain. 

mailto:Julie.Cohn@dor.org


WALK IN PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday 9:00am - Noon

Please reach out to us with any of your needs. 

Fr. Tim Niven, Pastor - Niven@dor.org
671-1100 ext. 106

Deacon Jim Fien - James.Fien@dor.org 
233-0334

Deacon Rick Rall - bernrick@frontiernet.net
545-8467

Dawn Clark - Dawn.Clark2@dor.org
Parish Administrative Assistant
General Inquiries, Bulletin, Weddings, Mass Cards
671-1100 ext. 101

Julie Cohn - Julie.Cohn@dor.org
Pastoral Minister
Funerals, Baptisms, Prayer Line, Visitation
671 -1100 ext. 103

Elizabeth Kwiatkowski - Elizabeth.Kwiatkowski@dor.org
Parish Life and Liturgy Coordinator
671-1100 ext. 104

Anne Thomas - Anne.Thomas@dor.org
Children’s Faith Formation and Sacraments
671-1100 ext. 110   or call/text 585-402-9254

Finance Office
WebIronFinance@dor.org

June Frosino - June.Frosino@dor.org
Music Director
671-1100 ext. 105 or call/text 585-362-0708

Jennifer LeFrois - Jennifer.LeFrois@dor.org
St. Rita School Principal
St. Rita School Office 671-3132

No opened or expired items please.
Webster HOPE January & February Wish List: 

 
Laundry Detergent
Cleaning Sprays

Toilet Bowl Cleaner
Liquid Hand Soap

Canned Pineapple & Canned Beets
Four & Sugar
Cooking Oil

Gently used children’s clothing (all sizes)

 

FOR THE SAFETY OF
ALL PLEASE NOTE!

If Webster Central Schools are closed due to weather, then
our daily Mass will also be cancelled.  If Webster Central

School PM activities are cancelled, our parish PM activities,
including Faith Formation, will also be cancelled. 

You may also call the Parish Office at 671-1100 or visit our
website at www.saintritawebster.org for the most up to

date closing information. 

Collected Budgeted Variance Weekly Average Collected in 2024
month
of Nov  $ 80,935  $ 70,675 +$10,260  $ 16,187 $68,111

week of
Dec 14 $12,364 $14,135 -$1,771 -- $14,542

week of
Dec 21 $15,874 $14,135 +$1,739 -- $13,961

Mass Attendance Total

5 pm 8 am 10:30 am

Dec
21 160 208 375 743

Dec 
28 165 132 255 552

Jan
4 197 173 230 600

Please bring donations of non-perishable
items to St. Rita and place them in or near
the shopping cart in our church Greeting

Area whenever the church is open for Mass.

COLLECTIONS

Thank you for your generosity in your presence and contributions!

THANK YOU to all the Saint Rita parishioners who provide items
and support to the outreach ministries serving those most in need

in the Webster area and near downtown Rochester. These
ministries are most grateful for our continued help! 

To set up recurr ing onl ine payments or make changes to your
current giving, please vis it  our Giving page at

www.str itawebster.org/give-onl ine .
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New York

CatholicMatch.com/NY
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  “Committed in Providing Your Family 
With Economical & Healthy Living  

With Our Superior Insulation Solutions.”

585-626-0629 • www.coler.com
Call Now for our Recommendations

Locally Owned & Operated

Creating Custom Desserts for  

Any Occasion Since 1929
 

(585) 482-1130 
savoiapastry.com 

2267 Clifford Ave. • Rochester, NY 14609
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#1 IN REPAIRS
• Insulation

• Snow & Ice

• Chimney Liners

• Basement Walls

   Painted/Repaired

• Water Proofed

• Doors, Etc.

• Gutter Cleaning

• Roofing

• Chimney

• Gutters

• Masonry

• Siding

• Carpentry

34th Year Parish Sponsor Johnathon A. Geer

ToptoBottomRochester.com

Since 1988

TOP TO BOTTOM
Expert Evaluation • Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Guaranteed

Senior Discount

Your Safest Choice

338-9865
For 24 Hour Emergencies,

Call 764-8204

Ask yourself, is your repairman too

expensive, unreliable, unpredictable?

$10 EGG COMBO BREAKFAST!
Egg, Potato, Toast & Co�ee - Mon-Thurs 

(Except Holidays)

Must Present Coupon in Person  (limit 1 coupon per party)

2171 West Henrietta Rd., Brighton, NY

SUNNYSFAMILYDINER.COM

Top Places to Work in Rochester & Rochester Top
Workplace Destination for Large Employers  - 2022

SPAMPINATOSPAMPINATO

PLUMBING
Full-Service 

Plumbing Contractors

Family Owned and Operated
 for Over 40 Years

(585) 671-1442
www.spampinatoplumbing.com

Electrical Panels
Rewiring • Electrical Repairs 
Fans & Lighting Installation

EV Chargers
Surge Protection

SCAN MEYour Neighborhood Electrician
Fully Licensed & Insured | Parishioner

Call Today for a FREE Estimate

(585) 749-9740

	 Let	us	host
	 y�r	next	e�nt!

 

The room highlights a spacious 20-foot bar, unisex

bathroom, private entrance, and 6 Large screen TV’s.

Weddings • Corporate Events • Holiday ParƟes
Birthday ParƟes • GraduaƟon ParƟes

Bridal/Baby Showers • Memorials • Sports Banquets

hooliganseastsidegrill.com • (585) 789-5030

Jamie@hooliganswebster.com

Hooligans Eastside Grill • 809 Ridge Rd • Webster
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1295 Fpt 9 MI Pt Rd (Rt 250)

1395 North  Goodman Street

872–1010

Wi�ard H. Scott
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

12 SOUTH AVE.

265-3640
www.willardhscott.com

KITTELBERGER 
FLORIST & GIFTS

585-872-1823
263 North Ave. • Webster, NY

Serving the Rochester area
over 90 years

HVAC • PLUMBING 

ROOFING • GREEN ENERGY 

585-872-0220
MENTION THIS COUPON FOR 5% OFF

585-472-1164  • NaporaHeating.com
Just down the street from St. Rita

Law Office Of
THOMAS J. DISALVO 

esq., p.c.
672 Ridge Rd., Webster, NY 14580

 585.787.6920
Real Estate, Wills,
Divorce, Personal Injury

www.DiSalvoLawOfÅce.com

647 North Winton Rd • Rochester

Tuesday-Saturday 11:30am-10:00pm

proiettis.com | 585-872-2330

Come in and see why you’ll do better at 
Garber Chevrolet Subaru of Webster

GarberWebster.com
585-671-5390

Bierley Financial Services
Ryan Du�y Bierley

Owner, Fiduciary Financial Advisor

(585) 474-0130
bierley�nancialservices@gmail.com

You can �nd me at pew E11 every Sunday at 10:30 Mass

Investment Advisory  •  Annuities 
Life Insurance  •  LTC Insurance 

2112 EMPIRE BLVD 

WEBSTER, NY 14580

James White 

Principal Broker 

585-733-2309
jimwhitesells.com 

jimwhitesells@gmail.com

MDMedAlert!™
/mo.$1995

Starting at

md-medalert.com

800.809.3570

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
CALL NOW!

“STAY SAFE in the 

HOME YOU LOVE!”

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family 4 GPS & Fall Alert

(585) 671-5180
howardhanna.com

office.webster@howardhanna.com

1930 Empire Blvd, Ste 200
Webster, NY 14580

LAWNCARE & FERTILIZATION • LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE • HARDSCAPES & LANDSCAPES

Where Great Landscapes Begin
Call Today to Schedule Your

Lawn Fertilization & Weed Control
Program & Receive Free Grub Control

(585) 872-5073
info@townandcountryent.com • townandcountryent.com


